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OBJECTIVE: To investigate the usefulness of published
economic evaluations to health authority decision-mak-
ers in the UK National Health Service. METHODS: Fo-
cus group discussions were conducted in two health au-
thorities. In a preliminary meeting in both authorities,
groups of decision-makers were (i) asked general ques-
tions about their needs for economic evidence in the pro-
cess of resource allocation and (ii) invited to specify top-
ics for which they would find economic evidence useful.
Prior to a second meeting the NHS Economic Evaluation
Database (NHS EED) was searched to identify critical re-
views (structured abstracts) of studies pertaining to the
topics. At the second meeting the specific and general
usefulness of the abstracts was discussed and suggestions
for improvements made. RESULTS: A total of 237 ab-
stracts were identified, relating to the 20 topics specified
by the decision-makers. The number of relevant abstracts
per topic ranged from 0 to 32. Although a minority of
abstracts provided information of direct relevance to the
decision-makers’ original questions, the main uses were
more general, in identifying issues for further study and
providing information relevant to other questions. The
main suggestions for improvement in the published liter-
ature and the structured abstracts were to (i) increase the
generalizability of studies (ii) to address broader topics
and (iii) to develop a quality scoring system for economic
evaluations. CONCLUSIONS: The current published lit-
erature in economic evaluation is of use to decision-mak-
ers, but more attention needs to be given to understanding
decision-makers’ needs and to the quality and generaliz-
ability of studies.
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OBJECTIVES: to prepare a map of avoidable deaths in
Italy and to estimate the years of life lost (YLLs) for a
number of pathologies. METHODS: mortality was cal-
culated from data provided by the national statistic office
(ISTAT) for the year 1994. Causes of death were grouped
into 37 principal categories. All mortality rates are ex-
pressed as deaths/100,000 inhabitants, and were stan-
dardized by age and sex using the “direct” method. The
standardized mortality rate (SMR) was also calculated,
along with the estimate of the number of YLLs for each
cause of avoidable death, using ISTAT life expectancy ta-
bles. The various causes of death were then grouped into
3 different categories (deaths avoidable exclusively with
primary prevention intervention, avoidable with timely
diagnosis and appropriate therapy, avoidable with a mix
of prevention and therapy). RESULTS: data were used to
draw maps describing unhomogeneous avoidable death
rates and number of YLLs in different pathologies. For
instance, the mortality rate due to hypertension and cere-
brovascular accidents showed a higher value (about two-
fold) in Southern Italy than in Northern Italy; again, the
mortality rate of myocardial infarction showed a higher
value (about 1.5 times) in the Northern-East regions than
in Southern regions. Furthermore, it appears that in
Northern part of Italy avoidable deaths, in terms of YLLs,
are especially due to the lack of primary prevention inter-
ventions (i.e. mainly due to life style and environmental
factors), while in Southern Italy avoidable deaths due to
lack of timely diagnosis and appropriate treatment are
higher than in Northern Italy. CONCLUSION: our data
reflect different levels of health care existing among the
different Italian regions. This could represent the starting
point for improving the quality and the equity of the Na-
tional Health System.
PMDH10
REIMBURSED DRUG REGULATION: COMPARING 
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COEFFICIENT PARAMETER.
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Services, Tel Aviv, Israel
OBJECTIVE: Comparison of different drug regulation
systems for drugs administered in hospitals and paid by
community held budget: 1) authorization of drug prior
initiation of treatment b) setting clear guidelines for au-
thorization and reimbursement after treatment has been
started. METHOD: Drug consumption of individual drugs
that are controlled was compared before and after reim-
bursement using the DPC model. The DPC is defined as
cost of individual drug (or pharmacological group) for
one year divided by the total drug budget of the HMO.
The DPC was calculated for both regulatory systems for
the reimbursed drugs in 1998 and 1999. RESULTS: Ev-
ery year the National Health Insurance Law is updated
by adding new drugs and guidelines for reimbursement.
Each drug budgeted by the estimated number of patients
to be treated for specific indication. According to the
law, HMO’s may set limitations to control drug con-
sumption such as pre-authorization for specific indica-
tions. Sixteen drugs were budgeted at December 1997.
DPC of these drugs between 1998 to 1997 and between
1999 to 1998 was 1.37 and 1.33 respectively. The results
showed that the update process increased consumption
and reached to the plateau stage early then expected.
However, different behavior was observed with thirty-
eight drugs budgeted at March 1999. DPC of these drugs
between 1998 to 1997 and between 1999 to 1998 was
found to 1.39 and 1.63 respectively. For 2000 the fore-
casted DPC is 1.89. In the two mentioned updating, drug
regulation was always done before beginning the treat-
ment. In 2000, Trastuzumab was budgeted setting clear
guidelines and the control of the HMO’s after treatment
initiation. Trastuzumab consumption from the beginning
of the year shows that although no pre-authorization is
done, both number of patients and allocated resources
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are still within the framework defined for this technol-
ogy. CONCLUSION: Setting clear guidelines is essential
for regulating drug consumption. 
MULTIPLE DISORDERS—PATIENT PREFERENCE
PMDP1
WILLINGNESS TO PAY FOR AVOIDING 
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Universitat de Barcelona, Barcelona, Spain
OBJECTIVE: To obtain monetary valuations of the dis-
utility associated with mild and moderate adverse effects
(AE) of drug treatments for reumathoidic arthritis (RA).
METHODS: Four frequent AE for the treatments of RA
(rush, mild gastrointestinal disorders, vomiting and head-
ache) were defined with the help of a focus group with
RA patients. Later, 175 individuals randomly selected
from a Spanish community were personally surveyed with
the help of a questionnaire. Respondents were first asked
to rank the AE by order of disutility. Then, the WTP for
a reduction of the probability of each AE (by 100, 80 and
50 per cent), as well as for avoiding the symptoms of RA
was assessed. The disutility of the AE in relation to the
symptoms of RA was assessed by means of the standard
gamble approach. The consistency of the results was
tested by comparing the direct rankings with those de-
rived from the WTP and standard gamble exercises. RE-
SULTS: The average WTP for avoiding the AE in thou-
sand PTA. per year was: rush, 24.6; vomiting, 43.3;
headache, 45.7; and gastrointestinal disorders, 63.1.
Consistency was very high in the WTP, 96.8% and
79.1% in the case of the standard gamble. In the case of
rush, the WTP for different risks reductions (100, 80 and
50%) the consistency was 98.26%, 90.17% and 79.19%
respectively. CONCLUSION: the avoidance of AE is be-
coming an increasingly important feature of innovative
treatments. Generic utility measures of health are often
not sensitive enough to adequately quantify the disutility
of mild AE. WTP seems to provide a valid alternative,
which shows a higher degree of consistency than the of-
ten recommended standard gamble approach.
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CONSUMER USE OF THE INTERNET FOR 
HEALTHCARE INFORMATION
Donohue JA
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OBJECTIVE: To describe people who use the internet for
healthcare information and compare them to those who
do not, based on physician visits, health status, and health-
care attitudes. METHODS: Analyses were based on a 12-
page questionnaire mailed to US adults in 1999. A total
of 19,863 (54.9%) responses were received. Respondents
were nationally representative based on age, gender,
race, and geographic region; results were subsequently
weighted and projected to the US population. Partici-
pants were asked how often in the past six months they
received healthcare information from the internet. Re-
sponses were on a five-point scale from “not at all” to
“very frequently” and were subsequently categorized as
not at all (1), occasional (2–3), and frequent (4–5). RE-
SULTS: Three quarters of the sample (149.4 million) re-
ported never using the internet for healthcare informa-
tion, 17% (33.1 million) reported occasional use, and
8% (16.9 million) reported frequent use. Internet users
were more likely to young, female, better educated, and
have higher incomes. Those who used the internet for
healthcare information were more proactive consumers
than non-users. They were more likely to ask doctors for
prescriptions and to question physicians’ advice. These
attitudes and behaviors held true for both frequent and
occasional internet healthcare information seekers, but
were even more extreme for the frequent seekers. CON-
CLUSION: Most American adults did not seek internet
healthcare information. Those who frequency sought such
information, however, were “cyberchondriacs.” When
compared to the general population, they were less satis-
fied with their healthcare, were in poorer health, visited
physicians and alternative health providers more often,
missed more days of work due to poor health, and were
likely to seek healthcare information from a variety of
sources. They did not look like the typical healthcare
consumer. Occasional users, however, were much more
representative of those who typically seek healthcare in-
formation.
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The Health Utilities Index is a generic multiattribute pref-
erence-based system for assessing health-related quality
of life, originally devised by Torrance et al. It is being
widely used in cost-effectiveness evaluations in North
America and in international multicentre studies but was
not available in France. OBJECTIVE: Following cross-
cultural adaptation and validation of the HUI3 classifica-
tion in the French population, the purpose of this investi-
gation was to derive population weights for the French
instrument. METHODS: In June 1999, we implemented
a population (n  365) preference survey. Respondants
were randomly selected by phone to be representative of
the structure French general population and face-to-face
interviews were conducted. Visual Analog Scale (VAS)
and Standard Gamble (SG) were used to reveal prefer-
